( 


BOOK  OF  FORMS 


FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE 


Ijtjlj  ami  ^ithmulitmtc  Courts 


Massachusetts  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters. 


BOSTON : 

Rockwell  and  Churchill,  39  Arch  Street. 

1881. 


ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 


1.  Opening  Ceremonies. 

2.  Opening  Prayer  by  the  Chaplain. 

3.  Roll-call  of  Officers. 

4.  Reading  of  Records  of  previous  meeting. 

5.  Initiation  of  Members. 

6.  Bills  read  and  referred. 

7.  Communications  read  and  disposed  of. 

8.  Report  of  Visiting  Committee. 

9.  Report  of  Brothers  sick  or  in  distress. 

10.  Report  of  Investigating  Committee. 

11.  Balloting  for  Members. 

12.  Reception  of  proposals  for  Membership. 

13.  Reports  of  Auditing  Committee. 

^14.  Reports  of  Special  Committee. 

15.  Unfinished  Business. 

16.  Installation  of  Officers. 

17.  New  Business. 

18.  Good  of  the  Order. 

19.  Closing  Prayer. 


OPENING  SERVICE. 


(At  the  appointed  time,  the  Chief  Ranger  should  take  the  chair, 
and  give  one  rap  with  the  gavel.) 

Chief  Ranger.  — Being  now  about  to  open 
Court,  No.  — , Massachusetts  Catho- 
lic Order  of  Foresters,  if  there  be  any 
present  not  justly  privileged  to  remain,  they 
will  please  retire.  The  Officers  will  clothe 
themselves  in  appropriate  Regalia  and  take  their 
places.  The  S.C.  will  see  if  the  officers  are  at 
their  appointed  stations,  and  report. 

(The  S.C.  begins  with  O.S.  and  examines  each  Station  up  to 
Chief  Ranger,  reporting  vacancies ; the  C.R.  fills  vacancies,  and 
the  names  of  members  so  appointed  shall  be  entered  on  the 
minutes.) 

C.R.  — The  Conductors  will  now  advance 
and  give  the  password  (they  do  so  in  a 
whisper).  Correct;  your  next  duty  ? 

S.C.  — To  satisfy  ourselves  that  all  others  are 
equally  qualified  ; and  if  any  give  more  or  less 
than  this,  to  report  to  you. 

C.R. — You  will  now  carefully  perform  that 
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O petting  Service. 


(The  S.C.  takes  the  right  and  the  J.C.  the  left  of  the  C.R.,  and 
examine  every  one  present,  reporting  those  who  are  without  or 
incorrect.) 

S.C.  — Chief  Ranger,  all  correct  on  the 
right. 

J.C.  — Chief  Ranger,  all  correct  on  the 
left. 

C.R.  — The  Inside  Sentinel  will  now  explain 
the  buties  of  that  office. 

I.S.  — I am  to  allow  none  to  enter  or  retire 
during  the  Opening,  Initiatory,  or  Closing  Cere- 
monies ; to  admit  no  one  at  any  time  without 
the  entering  signal,  unless  by  your  direction. 

C.R. — An  important  duty;  faithfully  per- 
form it. 

(Thieeraps.  C.R.  rises.) 

C.R.  — Officers  and  Members:  We 

meet  to  interchange  the  greetings  of  an  exalted 
friendship  ; to  counsel  and,  strengthen  one  an- 
other in  the  discharge  of  duty  ; and  to  deliberate 
on  the  means  best  adapted  to  promote  the  objects 
for  which  we  are  associated. 

It  is  but  reasonable  to  expect  that  matters  will 
be  introduced  which  will  strike  your  minds  in 
different  forms.  To  discuss  such  matters  with 
freedom,  is  our  equal  privilege,  and  to  yield  a 
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cheerful  compliance  to  the  constituted  majority, 
our  equal  duty.  For  this  an  opportunity  is 
afforded  to  manifest  our  love  for  the  Order,  and 
to  guard  against  every  ungenerous  sentiment  or 
dishonorable  action. 

Thus  shall  we  most  surely  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  our  Order,  and  illustrate  how  pleasant  it 
is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity. 

(Song.) 

C.R.  — You  will  now  give  your  attention  to 
the  opening  prayer. 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost.  Amen. 

Present,  we  beseech  Thee,  O Lord,  our  actions 
by  Thy  holy  inspirations,  and  carry  them  on  by 
Thy  gracious  assistance  ; that  every  prayer  and 
work  of  ours  may  begin  always  from  Thee,  and 
by  Thee  be  happily  ended. 

Through  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

Our  Father. 

Hail,  Mary. 

I now  declare  this  Court  open  for  the  trans- 
action of  its  appropriate  business,  and  the  dis- 
semination of  the  principles  of  Fraternity, 
Unity,  and  True  Christian  Charity. 


INITIATION  SERVICE. 


(One  rap.) 

C.R.  — The  Conductors  will  see  if  there  are 
any  candidates  to  be  initiated.  The  Financial 
Secretary  will  retire  and  collect  the  initiation 
fee. 

(C.  proceeds  to  ante-room  and  reports.) 

C.  — Chief  Ranger, in  waiting. 

C.R. — Recording  Secretary,  has  the  candi- 
date been  elected  ? 

R.S.  — He  has. 

C.R.  — The  Conductors  will  now  introduce 
the  candidate  to  the  Vice-Chief  Ranger  for  ex- 
amination. Members  will  observe  the  utmost 
decorum  during  the  Ceremony  of  Initiation. 

V.C.R. — My  Friend:  You  are  at  the 
threshold  of  an  institution  the  principles  of 
which  are  Fraternity,  Unity,  and  True  Christian 
Charity,  and  whose  prominent  characteristic  is  a 
self-denying  devotion  to  the  good  of  our 
people. 


Initiation  Service. 
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Our  object  is  to  improve  our  condition,  and  to 
provide  that,  after  our  death,  those  who  in  life 
were  dependent  on  us  may  have  an  assured  sup- 
port. After  this  avowal  of  our  objects,  is  it 
your  desire  to  become  a member  of  our  Order? 

(The  candidate  if  willing,  says  he  is.) 

(Three  raps.)  Sing. 

V.C.R. — Chief  Ranger,  I have  the  pleasure  ot 

introducing , who  has  been  duly  proposed 

and  accepted  as  a suitable  candidate  for  initia- 
tion into  our  Order. 

C.R. — Respected  Friend  : Are  you  still 

willing  to  adopt  our  principles  and  assume  our 
obligation  ? If  so,  place  the  right  hand  on  the 
heart  and  repeat  after  me  our  obligation. 

I, , do  solemnly  pledge  my  sacred  word  ns  a 

truthful  and  honest  man,  that  I will  not 
divulge  any  of  the  business,  signs,  or  pass- 
words of  this  Order  to  any  person  not 
legally  entitled  to  the  same,  except  my  con- 
fessor ; and  that  I will  do  all  in  my  power 
to  forward  the  interests  of  this  Order  and  the 
members  thereof,  and  that  I will  faithfully 
perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  om  me  as 
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Initiation  Service . 


a member  of  this  Order  according  to  the  best 
of  my  ability  and  understanding,  agreeable  to 
to  the  Constitution,  By-Laws,  and  Rules 
thereof. 

I now  give  you  the  Password  for  the  present 
term.  [Gives  it  in  a whisper.]  The  Password 
is  given  to  the  Outside  Sentinel,  who  will  per- 
mit you  to  pass.  You  then  advance  to  the  inner 
door  and  give  three  raps,  which  is  the  entering 
signal ; the  Inside  Sentinel  will  open  the  wicket, 
to  whom  you  give  the  Explanation.  This  Ex- 
planation will  admit  you  to  the  Court. 

'The  Password,  with  its  Explanation,  will 
admit  you  to  any  Subordinate  Court  of  our 
Order.  The  Password  is  to  be  given  only  to 
the  Sentinels  at  their  posts,  to  the  Conductors  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  to  the  Chief 
Ranger  when  required.  This  is  to  prevent 
imposition. 

And  here  I will  remind  you,  that  you  are  not 
to  speak  of  the  private  affairs  of  our  Order, 
nor  mention  aught  that  is  spoken  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Court  room,  in  the  presence  of 
those  who  are  not  members,  for  they  are  under 
the  sacred  seal  of  your  honor. 


Initiation  Service . 
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I congratulate  you  [taking  the  new  member  by 
the  hand]  most  cordially  upon  your  admission  to 
our  Order,  and  with  the  best  wishes  for  your 
prosperity,  I commend  you  to  the  friendship  of 
its  members. 

The  Senior  Conductor  will  escort  the  new 
member  to  the  Recording  Secretary  to  sign  the 
Constitution. 

(The  Chief  Ranger  will  then  introduce  the  new  member  to  the 
Court,  who  will  take  his  seat  as  a member  of  the  Order.) 


CLOSING  SERVICE. 


C.R.  — Financial  Secretary,  I will  thank  you 
to  name  the  receipts  of  the  evening. 

(Financial  Secretary  announces  receipts,  which  Recording  Secre- 
tary enters  on  the  minutes.) 

(Raps  up.) 

C.R.  — Officers  and  Members  : I thank 
you  for  your  attendance  this  evening,  and  solicit 
your  continued  presence  as  the  best  method  to 
promulgate  our  Order. 

The  business  we  have  transacted,  and  the 
sympathies  we  have  cherished,  will  contribute,^ 
trust,  to  our  individual  and  mutual  advantage  and 
to  the  prosperity  of  our  noble  Order. 

Let  us  retire  with  kindly  feelings  towards  each# 
other. 

Remember  your  duties,  and  be  zealous  in 
doing  good. 


Closing  Service. 
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Prayer.  — In  the  name  of  the  Father,  etc. 
O God  from  whom  are  all  holy  desires,  right 
counsels,  and  just  works,  give  to  Thy  servants  that 
peace  which  the  world  cannot  give  ; that  both 
our  hearts  may  be  disposed  to  keep  Thy  com- 
mandments, and,  the  fear  of  enemies  being  re- 
moved, the  times,  by  Thy  protection,  mlay  be 
peaceable,  through  Christ  our  Lord. 

Our  father. 

Hail,  Mary. 

C.R.  — I now  declare  this  Court  closed. 


INSTITUTING  NEW  COURTS. 


(New  Courts  should  be  opened  by  the  High  Officers  when  prac- 
ticable. A Deputy  can  administer  the  Obligation  and  proceed  to 
the  installation  of  Officers  when  authorized  by  the  H.S.C.  If  High 
Officers  officiate,  they  should  be  addressed  by  their  proper  titles.) 

H.C  R. — We  have  met  this  evening  for  the 
purpose  of  diffusing  the  principles  of  Bra  tern  it}', 
Unity,  and  True  Christian  Charity. 

I now  declare  this  meeting  open  for  the  pur- 
pose of  Instituting Court,  No.  — , of  the 

Massachusetts  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters. 

H.C.  — High  Chief  Ranger  : In  obedience  to 
your  instructions,  I here  present  (reading  the 
names),  being  the  applicants  to  the  High  Court 

for  a Charter  to  open Court,  No.  — , of 

Massachusetts  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters. 

H.C.R. — My  Friends:  Your  application 

has  been  favorably  considered,  and  a Charter  has 
been  granted,  and  we  are  now  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constituting  you  a Court.  I will  claim 
your  attention  while  the  High  Court  Secretary 
reads  the  Charter,  which  will  define  your  rights 
and  privileges. 


Instituting  New  Courts. 
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(The  High  Court  Secretary  reads  the  Charter.  If  there  are  any 
who  have  not  been  initiated,  the  H.C.R.  says  :) 

Under  this  Charter  we  will  now  proceed  to 
initiate  those  who  are  not  members  of  our  Order. 

INITIATION  SERVICE. 

(The  Candidates  will  stand  while  the  H.C.R.  administers  the 
obligation.) 

H.C.R. — Respected  Friends:  Are  you 

still  willing  to  adopt  our  principles  and  assume 
our  obligation  ? If  so,  place  the  right  hand  on 
the  heart,  and  repeat  after  me  our  obligation. 

I, , do  solemnly  pledge  my  sacred  word  as 

a truthful  and  honest  man  that  I will  not 
divulge  any  of  the  business,  signs,  or  pass- 
words of  this  Order  to  any  person  not 
legally  entitled  to  the  same,  except  my  con- 
fessor ; and  that  I will  do  all  in  my  power 
to  forward  the  interest  of  this  Order  and 
the  members  thereof,  and  that  I will  faith- 
fully perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  on 
me  as  member  of  this  Order,  according  to 
the  best  of  my  ability  and  understanding, 
agreeable  to  the  Constitution,  By-Laws,  and 
Rules  thereof. 

I now  give  you  the  Password  for  the  present 
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Instituting  New  Courts. 


term.  [Gives  it  in  a whisper.]  The  Password 
is  given  to  the  Outside  Sentinel,  who  will  per- 
mit you  to  pass.  You  then  advance  to  the  inner 
door  and  give  three  raps,  which  is  the  entering 
signal ; the  Inside  Sentinel  will  open  the  wicket, 
to  whom  you  give  the  Explanation.  This  Ex- 
planation will  admit  you  to  the  Court. 

The  Password,  with  its  Explanation,  will 
admit  }Tou  to  any  Subordinate  Court  of  our 
Order.  The  Password  is  to  be  given  only  to 
the  Sentinels  at  their  posts,  to  the  Conductors  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  to  the  Chief 
Ranger  when  required.  This  is  to  prevent 
imposition. 

And  here  I will  remind  you,  that  you  are  not 
to  speak  of  the  private  affairs  of  our  Order,  nor 
mention  aught  that  is  spoken  in  the  confidence 
of  the  Court  room,  in  the  presence  of  those  who 
are  not  members,  for  they  are  under  the  sacred 
seal  of  your  honor. 

I congratulate  you  most  cordially  on  your 
admission  to  our  Order,  and  with  the  best  wishes 
for  your  prosperity,  I commend  you  to  the 
friendship  of  its  members. 

(The  H.C.R.  seats  the  Court,  and  proceeds  with  the  Ceremony 
of  Installation.) 


! 

INSTALLATION  SERVICE. 

(The  Installation  Services  should  be  performed  by  the  High  Chief 
Ranger  and  High  Conductor,  or  a District  H.C.R.  If  this  cannot 
be  done,  the  Senior  Past  Chief  Ranger  may  officiate,  or  the  Court 
may  select  a Past  Chief  Ranger  to  officiate. 

The  Installing  Officer  is  authorized  to  decide  objections,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  High  Chief  Ranger;  or,  if  thought  proper,  may 
allow  the  officers  of  the  previous  Term  to  hold  over  until  a decision 
shall  be  made. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  High  Conductor  approaches  the  inner 
door,  and  after  giving  the  Entering  Signal,  is  announced  (as  H.C.) 
by  the  Inside  Sentinel,  to  the  Chief  Ranger,  who  directs  his  admis 
sion.  On  entering,  the  High  Conductor  salutes  the  Chief  Ranger.) 

( The  beginning  of  this  ceremony  is  not  used  in  the  installation 
of  officers  in  new  Courts .) 

H.C.  — Chief  Ranger,  the  High  Chief  Ranger 
(or  his  Deputy)  is  prepared  to  install  the 
Officers  of  this  Court ; are  you  ready  to  re- 
ceive him  ? 

C.R.  — We  are,  High  Conductor. 

(The  High  Conductor  retires  after  giving  the  salutation  to  the 
Chief  Ranger. 

The  High  Conductor  and  High  Chief  Ranger  will  approach  the 
door  and  give  the  Entering  Signal,  and  announce  themselves  to  the 
Inside  Sentinel.) 
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I.S.  — Chief  Ranger,  the  High  Chief  Ranger 
and  High  Conductor  are  in  waiting. 

C.R.  — The  Inside  Sentinel  will  admit  them. 

(Four  raps.) 

(As  they  enter  the  C.R.  will  give  four  raps.  The  Court  rises,  and 
the  H.C.R.  and  the  H.C.  advance  to  the  centre  of  the  room  and 
salute  the  C.R.,  who,  together  with  all  the  Brothers,  return  the 
salutation.  The  H.C.  escorts  the  H.C.R.  to  the  C.R.’s  chair,  the 
C.R.  taking  a seat  on  his  right.  The  H.C.  takes  the  S.C.’s  seat.) 

( For  new  Courts  and  old  proceed  as  follows: — ) 

H.C.  (rising.)  Officers  and  Members  : 
According  to  usage,  we  meet  you  here  this  even- 
ing to  install  your  Officers.  Have  they  been 
constitutionally  elected  ? 

C.R.  — The}"  have. 

H.C.  — The  Recording  Secretary  will  please 
announce  them. 

(The  Recording  Secretary  announces  the  names  and  the  offices  to 
which  they  have  been  elected.) 

H.C.  — If  any  Brother  is  aware  of  just  reason 
why  these  Brothers  should  not  be  inducted  into 
the  offices  assigned  to  them,  he  has  now  an 
opportunity  to  announce  it.  (If  no  reply.) 
Then  do  I proclaim  them  eligible  for  installa- 
tion. 

{For  old  Courts .) 

(Chief  Ranger  appoints  two  Brothers  to  act  as  O.S.  and  I.S.) 
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H.C.R. — The  Officers  elect  will  now  vacate 
their  stations,  in  order,  and  deliver  up  their 
books,  implements,  and  badges  of  office. 

(The  C.R.  delivers  the  Charter,  Book  of  Forms,  and  other  docu- 
ments in  his  possession,  and,  lastly,  his  Badge,  to  the  H.C.R.) 

H.C.R.  — The  High  Conductor  will  escort 
the  Past  Chief  Ranger  to  his  station. 

(All  the  officers  deliver  up  their  badges,  books,  etc.,  to  the  H.C.) 

H.C.R. — The  officers  elect,  in  company 
with  the  H.C.,  will  retire  to  the  anteroom; 
the  I.S.  will  allow  them  to  pass. 

(They  retire.  The  H.C.  arranges  them  as  follows  : C.R.,V.C.R., 
R.S.,  F.S.,  T.,  S.C.,  J.C.,  I.S.,  O.S.,  as  they  enter  call  up  and 
salute. 

H.C.R.  — Then  seats  the  Court  and  proceeds 
with  the  installation. 

(For  both  old  and  new.) 

Outside  Sentinel. 

H.C.R. — The  High  Conductor  will  now 
present  to  me  the  Outside  Sentinel  elect  for  in- 
stallation. 

H.C. — High  Chief  Ranger,  the  Outside 
Sentinel  elect. 

H.C.R. — Brother,  you  will  place  your  right 
hand  on  your  left  breast. 


18 


Installation  Service . 


You  solemnly  pledge  your  honor  as  a man  and  a 
Forester  to  guard  faithfully  the  outer  door ; 
admit  no  one  without  the  password,  un- 
less by  permission  of  the  Chief  Ranger, 
communicated  through  the  Inside  Sentinel, 
and  perform  all  other  duties  belonging  to 
the  office  of  Outside  Sentinel  during  the 
term  of  your  office? 

O.S.  — I do. 

H.C.R.  — I now  invest  you  with  the  Badge 
of  Office,  and  proclaim  you  Outside  Sentinel  of 
Court,  No.  — for  the  ensuing  term.  Re- 
ceive your  Staff  of  Office.  (Presents  it.)  The 
faithful  Sentinel  is  always  a valiant  soldier ; be 
as  active  in  promoting  our  cause  as  you  are 
watchful  in  guarding  the  Court  from  intrusion. 

You  will  please  give  me  the  Password. 

The  High  Conductor  will  escort  the  Brother  to 
his  station. 

Inside  Sentinel. 

H.C.R.  — The  High  Conductor  will  now  pre- 
sent to  me  the  Inside  Sentinel  elect  for  instal- 
lation. 

H.C.  — High  Chief  Ranger,  the  Inside  Senti- 
nel elect. 
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H. C.R.  — Brother,  you  will  place  your  right 
hand  on  your  left  breast. 

You  solemnly  pledge  your  honor  as  a man  and  a 
Forester  to  guard  the  inner  door  of  this 
Court;  to  allow  no  one  to  enter  or  retire 
during  the  Opening,  Initiatory,  or  Closing 
Ceremonies  ; to  admit  no  one  at  any  time 
without  the  Entering  Signal  and  the  Saluta- 
tion, unless  directed  so  to  do  by  the  Chief 
Ranger ; and  faithfully  to  perform  all  other 
duties  belonging  to  the  office  of  Inside  Senti- 
nel during  the  term  of  your  election  ? 

I. S.  — I do. 

H.C.R.  — I now  invest  you  with  the  Badge 
of  Office,  and  proclaim  you  Inside  Sentinel  of 
Court,  No.  — for  the  ensuing  term.  Re- 
ceive your  Staff  of  Office.  (Presents  it.)  Vigi- 
lant at  your  post,  be  equally  vigilant  of  your 
conduct. 

You  will  please  give  me  the  Explanation  of 
the  Password. 

V, 

The  High  Conductor  will  escort  the  Brother 
to  his  station. 
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Junior  Conductor. 

H.C.R.  — The  High  Conductor  will  now  pre- 
sent to  me  the  Junior  Conductor  elect  for  in- 
stallation. 

H.C.  — High  Chief  Ranger,  the  Junior  Con- 
ductor elect. 

H.C.R.  — Brother,  you  wTill  place  your  right 
hand  on  your  left  breast. 

You  solemnly  pledge  your  honor  as  a man  and  a 
Forester,  to  render  timely  assistance  to  the 
Senior  Conductor  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  ; to  carefully  examine  all  on  the  left 
at  the  opening  of  the  Court,  and  report 
those  incorrect  to  the  Chief  Ranger  ; that 
you  will  never  expose  or  caused  to  be  ex- 
posed, to  any  person  not  a member  of  our 
Order,  any  part  of  the  Ceremonies  to  you 
intrusted  ; that  you  will  not  keep  a copy  of 
them,  nor  allow  any  other  person  so  to  do  ; 
that  you  will  promptly  deliver  them  up  to 
the  Chief  Ranger,  when  called  upon  so  to 
do  ; and  that  you.  will  faithfully  perform  all 
other  duties  belonging  to  the  office  of  Junior 
Conductor  during  the  term  of  your  election  ? 
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J.C.  — I do. 

H.  C.  R.  — I now  invest  you  with  the  Badge 
of  Office,  and  proclaim  you  Junior  Conductor  of 

Court,  No. — for  the  ensuing  term.  Receive 

your  Staff  of  Office.  (Presents  it.)  Always 
keep  the  welfare  of  our  Order  in  view,  that  those 
who  may  follow  your  steps  may  be  led  within 
the  influence  of  its  benignant  beams. 

The  High  Conductor  will  escort  the  Brother 
to  his  station. 

Senior  Conductor. 

H.C.R.  — The  High  Conductor  will  now 
present  to  me  the  Senior  Conductor  elect  for 
installation. 

H.C.  — High  Chief  Ranger,  the  Senior  Con- 
ductor elect. 

H.C.R.  — Brother,  you  will  place  your  right 
hand  on  your  left  breast. 

You  solemnly  pledge  your  honor  as  a man  and  a 
Forester  to  examine  with  circumspection 
every  person  on  the  right  at  the  opening  of 
the  Court,  and  report  any  incorrect  to  the 
Chief  Ranger  ; that  you  will  never  expose  or 
cause  to  be  exposed,  to  any  person  not  a 
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member  of  our  Order,  any  part  of  the 
Ceremonies  intrusted  to  your  care  ; that  you 
will  not  keep  a copy  of  them,  nor  allow  any 
other  person  so  to  do  ; that  you  will  promptly 
deliver  them  up  to  the  Chief  Ranger,  when 
called  upon  so  to  do ; and  that  you  will 
faithfully  perform  all  other  duties  belonging 
to  the  office  of  Senior  Conductor  during  the 
term  of  your  election  ? 

S.C.  — Ido. 

H.C.R.  — I now  invest  you  with  the  Badge 
of  Office,  and  proclaim  you  Senior  Conductor  of 
Court,  No.  — for  the  ensuing  term.  Re- 
ceive your  Staff  of  Office.  (Presents  it.)  Let  your 
demeanor  be  such  that  you  may  always  be  con- 
sidered a trustworthy  guide,  not  only  here,  but 
through  the  path  of  life. 

The  High  Conductor  will  escort  the  Brother 
to  his  station. 

Treasurer. 

H.C.R.  — The  High  Conductor  will  now 
present  to  me  the  Treasurer  elect  for  installation. 

H.C.  — High  Chief  Ranger,  the  Treasurer 
elect. 
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H.C.R.  — Brother,  you  will  place  your  right 
hand  on  your  left  breast. 

You  solemnly  pledge  your  honor  as  a man  and  a 
Forester  to  hold  in  trust  all  funds  of  this 
Court,  until  the  expiration  of  your  term,  un- 
less otherwise  ordered  by  this  Court ; to  pay 
promptly  therefrom  all  orders  drawn  by  the 
Chief  Ranger,  attested  by  the  Recording 
Secretary  ; to  keep  a full  and  correct  account 
of  all  moneys  received  and  expended  ; give 
the  Court  a statement  of  the  funds  when  re- 
quired ; deliver  up  to  your  successor  in  of- 
fice, or  any  other  person  duly  authorized  to 
receive  them,  at  the  close  of  your  term,  or 
earlier  if  called  upon  so  to  do,  all  funds, 
books,  papers,  and  other  property  of  the 
Court  in  your  possession  or  under  your  con- 
trol, and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as 
Treasurer  as  the  Constitution,  By-Laws,  and 
Regulations  of  this  Court  require  ? 

Treas.  — I do. 

H.C.R.  — I now  invest  you  with  the  Badge 

of  Office,  and  proclaim  you  Treasurer  of 

Court,  No.  — for  the  ensuing  term.  Receive  the 
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books  and  documents  belonging  to  your  office. 
(Receives  them.)  In  confiding  to  you  the  treasure 
of  the  Court,  your  Brothers  confide  in  the  trea- 
sure of  your  honor.  Let  their  confidence  be 
fully  justified  in  your  integrity. 

The  High  Conductor  will  escort  the  Brother 
to  his  station. 

Financial  Secretary. 

H.C.R.  — The  High  Conductor  will  now 
present  to  me  the  Financial  Secretary  elect  for 
Installation. 

H.C.  — High  Chief  Ranger,  the  Financial 
Secretary  elect. 

H.C.R.  — Brother,  you  will  place  your  right 
hand  on  your  left  breast. 

You  solemnly  pledge  your  honor  as  a man  and  a 
Forester  to  keep  just  and  true  accounts 
between  this  Court  and  its  members  ; credit 
the  amounts  paid,  and  pay  the  same  over  to 
the  Treasurer  immediately  ; perform  faith- 
fully and  promptly  to  the  utmost  of  your 
ability  all  other  duties  belonging  to  the 
office  of  Financial  Secretary,  and  deliver  up, 
at  the  expiration  of  your  term,  all  books, 
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papers,  and  other  documents  belonging  to 
the  Court  in  your  possession? 

F.S.  — I do. 

H.C.R. — I now  invest  you  with  the  Badge 
of  Office,  and  proclaim  you  Financial  Secretary 
of Court,  No.  — for  the  ensuing  term.  Re- 

ceive the  books  and  documents  belonging  to  your 
office.  (Presents  them.)  It  is  the  peculiar 
privilege  of  your  station  to  illustrate  most  con- 
spicuously our  cardinal  principal,  Fidelity.  Let 
it  be  the  motto  of  your  conduct  and  the  orna- 
ment of  your  life. 

The  High  Conductor  will  escort  the  Brother 
to  his  station. 

Recording  Secretary. 

H.C.R.  — The  High  Conductor  will  now 
present  to  me  the  Recording  Secretary  elect  for 
Installation. 

H.C.  — High  Chief  Ranger,  the  Recording 
Secretary  elect. 

H.C.R.  — Brother,  you  will  place  your  right 
hand  on  your  left  breast. 

You  solemnly  pledge  your  honor  as  a man  and  a 
Forester  to  keep  a fair  and  impartial  record 
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of  the  proceedings  of  this  Court ; notify  the 
High  Court  Secretary,  within  four  weeks 
after,  of  the  name,  occupation,  and  residence 
of  every  person  suspended,  rejected,  or  ex- 
pelled from  this  Court ; make  out  at  the 
end  of  your  term,  for  the  Court,  a full 
report  of  the  proceedings  during  your  term, 
and  also  the  Semi-Annual  Returns  for  the 
High  Court;  perform  all  other  duties  be- 
longing to  the  office  of  Recording  Secre- 
tary ; and  deliver  up,  at  the  expiration  of 
your  term,  all  books,  papers,  or  other  prop- 
erty in  your  possession  belonging  to  your 
office  ? 

R.S.  — I do. 

H.C.R. — I now  invest  you  with  the  Badge 
of  Office,  and  proclaim  you  Recording  Secretary 

of Court,  No.  — for  the  ensuing  term. 

Receive  the  books  and  documents  belonging  to 
your  office.  (Presents  them.)  Be  diligent,  faith- 
ful, and  impartial,  that  your  reputation  may 
remain  like  your  record,  without  blot  or  blem- 
ish. 

The  High  Conductor  will  escort  the  Brother 
to  his  station. 
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Vice-Chief  Ranger. 

H.C.R.  — The  High  Conductor  will  now 
present  to  me  the  Vice-Chief  Ranger  elect  for 
installation. 

H.C. — High  Chief  Ranger,  the  Vice-Chief 
Ranger  elect. 

H.C.R. — Brother,  you  will  place  your  right 
hand  on  your  left  breast. 

You  solemnly  pledge  your  honor  as  a man  and  a 
Forester  to  counsel  and  support  the  Chief 
Ranger  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and 
in  his  absence  officiate  in  his  place  ; that 
you  will  never  expose,  or  cause  to  be  ex- 
posed, to  any  person  not  a member  of  our 
Order,  the  Ceremonies  to  you  intrusted,  nor 
any  part  thereof ; that  you  will  not  keep  a 
copy  of  them,  nor  allow  any  person  so  to 
do ; that  you  will  promptly  deliver  them 
up  when  requested  by  the  Chief  Ranger, 
and  that  you  will  perform  all  other  duties 
belonging  to  the  office  of  Vice-Chief  Ran- 
ger to  the  best  of  your  judgment  and  ability, 
during  the  term  of  your  election  ? 

V.C.R.— I do. 
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H.C  R. — I now  invest  you  with  the  Badge 
of  Office,  and  proclaim  you  Vice-Chief  Ranger 
of Court,  No.  — for  the  ensuing  term. 

The  High  Conductor  will  escort  the  Brother 
to  his  station. 

Chief  Ranger. 

H.C.R.  — The  High  Conductor  will  now 
present  to  me  the  Chief  Ranger  elect  for  instal- 
lation. 

H.C.  — High  Chief  Ranger,  Brother 

having  been  constitutionally  exalted  to  the  hon- 
orable station  of  Chief  Ranger  of  this  Court, 
is  here  respectfully  presented  for  installation. 

H.C.R.  — Worthy  Brother  : You  are  now 
about  to  be  inducted  as  the  head  of  this  Court,  — 
a station  of  trust,  honor,  and  responsibility  ; and 
when  viewed  as  a free-will  offering  of  your 
Brothers,  it  indeed  affords  a gratifying  illustration 
of  the  position  you  hold  in  their  confidence  and 
esteem. 

You  will  place  your  right  hand  on  your  left 
breast  while  I administer  the  obligation  of  your 
office. 

You  solemnly  pledge  your  honor  as  a man  and 
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a Forester,  in  the  presence  of  the  Brothers 
here  assembled,  that  you  will  promptly  and 
justly  perform  the  duties  of  Chief  Ranger  of 
this  Court,  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  and 
ability  for  the  term  of  your  election  ; during 
which  you  will  not  permit  any  infringement 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  High  Court,  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  this  Court,  or 
the  Rules,  Ceremonies,  and  Usages  of  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  ; and  that  you 
will  at  all  times,  to  the  utmost  of  your  power, 
support  the  dignity  of  the  High  Court. 

You  furthermore  pledge  yourself  to  allow  none 
to  visit  this  Court  but  members  thereof, 
without  the  Password  and  Signs,  unless 
vouched  for  by  a Brother  in  good  standing ; 
and  that  you  will  not  countenance,  directly 
or  indirectly,  or  be  present  at  the  opening  or 
session  of  any  Court  purporting  to  be  Catho- 
lic Foresters,  unless  you  are  fully  satisfied 
they  are  in  possession  of  a legal  and  un- 
forfeited Charter? 

You  furthermore  pledge  yourself  never  to  ex- 
pose, or  cause  to  be  exposed,  to  any  person 
not  a member  of  our  Order,  any  part  of  the 
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private  books  or  papers  intrusted  to  your 
care ; that  you  will  not  take  a copy  of 
them,  nor  allow  any  other  person  so  to  do  ; 
that  you  will  promptly  deliver  up  the  same, 
with  all  other  property  belonging  to  this 
Court  in  your  possession  or  under  your  con- 
trol, to  your  successor  in  office,  the  High 
Chief  Ranger,  or  his  Deputy,  when  called 
upon  so  to  do? 

C.R.  — I do. 

(Three  raps.  H.C.R.  proceeds.) 

Sharing  the  confidence  in  your  integrity  and 
worth,  of  which  the  suffrage  of  your  Brothers 
has  given  so  distinguished  an  instance,  it  is  with 
great  satisfaction  that  I formally  invest  you  with 
the  Badge  of  Office  ; and  I now  proclaim  you 
Chief  Ranger  of Court,  No.  — for  the  en- 

suing term. 

I also  place  in  your  possession  the  Charter  of 
your  Court  (presents  it) , together  with  the 
Book  of  Forms,  and  Constitutions,  with  a de- 
sire that  you  will  make  yourself  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  each  of  them,  to  the  end  that  inno- 
vation may  be  avoided,  and  the  solemn  obligation 
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you  have  this  night,  of  your  own  free  will  and 
accord  taken  upon  yourself,  sacredly  maintained. 

Lastly,  Chief  Ranger,  I present  you  with  the 
Gavel,  an  emblem  of  your  authority,  which  it  is 
hoped  you  will  ever  exercise  with  due  prudence 
and  brotherly  regard.  While  decision  and 
energy  are  highly  desirable  to  your  station,  digni- 
fied, and  courteous  demeanor  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  a proper  and  harmonious  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  your  Court. 

Feeling  assured  that  the  direction  of  this  Court 
is  intrusted  to  good  hands,  I will  now  conduct 
you  to  your  seat,  and  you  will  at  once  enter  upon 
the  arduous  and  responsible,  yet  honorable,  duties 
of  your  Office. 

H.C.R.  then  introduces  the  C.R. 

(Court  sing-.) 

(One  rap,  by  C.R.) 

(The  C.R.  can,  if  he  wishes,  address  the  Court.) 

(The  H.C.R.  gives  the  C.R.  the  new  Password,  etc.  If  there  is 
anything  else  to  be  communicated  to  the  C.R.  or  to  the  Court,  the 
H.C.R.  does  it  here.) 

H.C.  — Chief  Ranger,  you  will  please  call  up 
the  Court. 

(Three  raps.) 

H.C.R.  — Brothers  in  Office:  Into  your 
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keeping  are  intrusted  matters  of  serious  and 
weighty  import,  and  a proper  discharge  of  your 
respective  duties  will  require  the  fullest  exercise 
of  your  wisdom  and  vigilance. 

Brothers,  the  Officers  of  your  choice  are  now 
in  their  places,  and  it  is  hoped  and  expected 
that  their  efforts  to  maintain  good  order  and 
decorum  will  receive  your  cheerful  and  prompt 
cooperation. 

By  authority  in  me  vested,  I proclaim 

Court,  No. — of  Massachusetts  Catholic  Order 
of  Foresters,  legally  constituted  ;•  and  I now 
dedicate  it  to  the  principles  of  Fraternity,  Unity, 
and  True  Christian  Charity. 

Brothers,  you  are  now  fully  authorized  under 
this  Charter  to  perform  all  the  duties  and  Cere- 
monies of  a Subordinate  Court ; and  the  High 
Court  feels  assured  that  in  your  keeping  the 
character  of  our  Order  will  be  sustained. 


(One  rap.) 


FUNERALS. 


Upon  receipt  of  notice  of  the  death  of  any 
member  in  his  Court,  the  C.R.  with  such  other 
officers  as  are  most  convenient,  will  immediately 
proceed  to  the  late  residence  of  the  deceased 
Brother,  and  do  all  in  their  power  to  comfort  and 
assist  the  family,  and,  if  desired,  make  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  for  the  funeral.  The  C.R. 
will  first  ascertain  the  cemetery  in  which  the 
deceased  is  to  be  interred,  also  the  day  and  hour 
on  which  the  funeral  is  to  take  place  ; he  shall 
also  ascertain  the  name  and  particulars  of  any 
other  society  to  which  the  deceased  may  have 
belonged,  and  also  if  they  wish  to  assist  in 
making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
funeral,  etc.;  he  shall  also  direct  the  R.S.  to 
call  a special  meeting  of  the  Court,  notifying  each 
member  of  the  day,  hour,  and  place  of  the  funeral. 
The  members  should  meet  at  least  an  hour  before 
the  time  fixed  for  the  funeral,  dressed  in  dark 
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clothes,  white  gloves,  and  black  crape  armlets. 
The  C.R.  shall  also  appoint  six  pall- 
bearers, who  should  be  dressed  in  dark  clothes 
and  black  high  silk  hats,  and  before  leaving  the 
hall  the  members  should  be  formed  in  two  ranks, 
with  the  officers  on  the  right,  and  in  this  manner 
proceed  to  the  late  residence  of  the  deceased 
Brother.  Upon  arriving,  the  officers  and  pall- 
bearers will  proceed  to  the  room  where  the 
deceased  is  laid  out  and  form  a circle  around  the 
remains,  with  the  C.R.  at  the  head  and  the 
V.C.R.  at  the  foot.  In  this  position  * they 
shall  kneel,  and  the  following  prayers  may  be 
recited  by  the  Rev.  Chaplain  or,  in  his  absence, 
by  the  C.R.  : — 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  etc.,  etc. 

Psalm  cxxix. 

Out  of  the  depths  I have  cried  to  Thee,  O 
Lord  : Lord,  hear  my  voice. 

Let  Thine  ears  be  attentive  to  the  voice  of  my 
supplication. 

If  Thou,  O Lord,  wilt  mark  iniquities,  Lord, 
Lord,  who  shall  stand  it? 

For  with  Thee  there  is  merciful  forgiveness ; 
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and  by  reason  of  Thy  law,  I have  waited  for 
Thee,  O Lord. 

My  soul  hath  relied  on  His  word  ; my  soul 
hath  hoped  in  the  Lord. 

From  the  morning  watch,  even  until  night,  let 
Israel  hope  in  the  Lord. 

Because  with  the  Lord  there  is  mercy,  and 
with  Him  a plentiful  redemption. 

And  He  shall  redeem  Israel  from  all  his 
iniquities. 

At  the  end  of  the  psalm  say : — 

V.  Eternal  rest  give  unto  him,  O Lord.  R. 
And  let  perpetual  light  shine  upon  him.  V. 
From  the  gates  of  hell.  R.  Deliver  his  soul, 
O Lord.  V.  May  he  rest  in  peace.  R.  Amen. 
V.  O Lord,  hear  my  prayer.  R.  And  let  my 
cry  come  unto  Thee. 

Let  us  Pray. 

To  Thee,  O Lord,  we  commend  the  soul  of 

Thy  servant,  N.  , that  being  dead  to  this 

world,  he  may  live  to  Thee  ; and  whatever  sins 
he  has  committed  through  human  frailty,  we 
beseech  Thee,  in  Thy  goodness,  mercifully  to 
pardon,  through  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


36 


Funerals . 


Grant,  O Lord,  that,  while  we  here  lament 
the  departure  of  Thy  servant,  we  may  ever  re- 
member that  we  are  most  certainly  to  follow 
him.  Give  us  grace  to  prepare  for  that  last  hour 
by  a good  life,  that  we  may  not  be  surprised  by 
a sudden  death ; but  be  ever  watching  when 
Thou  slialt  call,  that  so  with  the  spouse  we  may 
enter  into  eternal  glory,  through  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  etc.,  etc. 

At  the  conclusion  of  which  the  members  shall 
pass  around  the  coffin  and  view  the  remains, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  the  officers  and  pall- 
bearers, shall  pass  out  into  the  street  and  form 
line,  with  the  centre  opposite  the  entrance,  and 
there  remain  until  the  coffin  is  placed  in  the 
hearse.  The  pall-bearers  will  then  station  them- 
selves on  each  side  of  the  hearse,  and  the  mem- 
bers will  proceed  to  the  front  of  the  hearse,  and 
in  this  manner  proceed  to  the  church,  or  place 
of  disbandment.  Upon  arriving  at  the  church, 
the  members  will  form  line  from  the  hearse  to 
the  entrance  of  the  church,  and  open  ranks  so 
as  to  allow  the  remains  to  pass  through  the 
ranks,  and  remain  with  heads  uncovered  until 
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the  procession  has  passed  through.  They  shall 
also  form  in  the  same  manner  in  coming  out  of 
the  church,  and,  upon  arriving  at  the  place  of 
disbandment,  if  they  do  not  go  to  the  grave,  the 
procession  will  halt  and  open  ranks  in  the  same 
manner  as  at  the  church,  and  remain  with 
heads  uncovered  until  the  procession  has  passed 
through  their  ranks.  Should  the  procession 
march  to  the  grave,  the  same  ceremony  will  be 
gone  through  with  as  at  the  house,  after  which 
the  procession  will  disband  or  march  to  the  hall, 
as  previously  agreed  upon. 

The  C.R.  should  carry  his  gavel  draped  in 
mourning,  and  it  should  remain  draped  in  mourn- 
ing for  the  space  of  thirty  days,  as  well  as  the 
Charter  of  the  Court,  and  at  the  next  regular 
meeting  of  the  Court  (in  the  order  of  business, 
Sick  and  Distressed,)  the  Court  should  be  signalled 
to  rise,  and  the  C.R.  shall  refer  to  the  deceased 
Brother  in  such  language  as  may  be  most  appro- 
priate. 


FORMS  FOR  RECEIVING  OFFICERS 
AND  VISITING  BROTHERS. 

1.  The  Inside  Sentinel  announces  to  the  Chief 
Ranger  the  name  and  title  of  the  visitor,  and 
name  and  number  of  the  Court  to  which  he  be- 
longs. 

2.  The  Chief  Ranger  directs  the  Vice-Chief 
Ranger  to  retire  and  introduce  the  visitor.  As 
they  enter,  call  up.  They  advance  to  the  centre 
of  the  room  and  salute  the  Chief  Ranger. 

3.  The  Vice-Chief  Ranger  escorts  the  visitor 
to  the  seat  of  honor. 

4.  On  arriving  there,  the  Chief  Ranger  says : 
“Officers  and  members,  I have  the  pleasure  of 
presenting, ” etc. 

C.R.  raps  down. 

5.  A visitor  desiring  to  retire  before  the 
meeting  is  regularly  closed,  should  advance  to 
the  centre  and  salute  the  Chief  Ranger.  The 
Court  is  then  called  up,  and  the  salute  is  returned 
by  all  the  members.  The  Court  will  remain 
standing  until  the  visitor  passes  the  Inside  Sen- 
tinel. 


DIAGRAM  OF  A COURT  ROOM. 


This  page  is  intended  to  give  an  idea  of  the  form  of 
a Court  Room,  etc.  The  Room  sometimes  will  not 
allow  the  Officers  to  be  placed  as  they  are  here, 
particularly  the  Sentinels.  It  is  desirable,  however,  to 
conform  as  nearly  as  practicable  to  this  form. 


GAVEL. 


One  rap  of  the  Gavel  calls  to  order  and  seats  the 
Court. 

Two  raps  call  up  the  Officers. 

Three  raps  call  up  the  Court. 

Four  raps  call  up  the  Court  to  receive  High  Officers. 
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